1870, it is true, a somewhat contradictory tendency was observed in the public works scheme then inaugurated, but although this may have been partly caused by an attempt to strengthen the central power against that of the provinces, it was really due to the necessity of consolidating the securities of the colony with a view to a great borrowing policy.
In 1876 the provinces were abolished, without, however, any adequate provision being made for the devolution of the numerous local functions until then performed by them.
The 
